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A Guide to Freshers Week and Publicity



Introduction 

Hello club committees! I have been working to put together some tips, tricks, guidance and advice in terms of publicity and freshers stalls that I have learnt so far during my time on SNoGS committee, team pink, as well as other university society committees. I hope you find it helpful, and let me know if you have any tips you have found to work yourself! 

· Lucy Smith, Publicity Officer 2024-2025
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Freshers Week 

What is Freshers Week?
Freshers Week is a week, or sometimes two that happens at the start of each year and gives new or returning students a chance to familiarise themselves with the university and try new clubs.

Why is Freshers Week important? 
Freshers Week is important as it is usually your prime time to recruit new members to your club. It is important to engage and interest new potential members in this time, as often they will be trying out many societies, and we want them to commit to yours!


SSAGO website
· Make sure your SSAGO website for your club is up to date. Some members who may have heard of SSAGO before getting to university may register their interest in your club here. 
· Make sure you keep an eye out for if anyone does register their interest, and make sure you reach out to them. 
· Link your club social media to the SSAGO website so potential members can find this too. 
· Links:
· National SSAGO Signup Form: https://ssago.org/join 
· This link takes you to a general page and gives potential members a chance to find a club. 
· Register interest Signup Form: This form that collects names and email addresses and builds a mailing list which you can use at Freshers events to quickly collect peoples details and then follow up after the event. You can keep track of people and see if they become a full member. Using the ‘club name’-interested@ssago.org email, sends an email to all the people who have registered as interested.
· Membership Form: This form is used to sign people straight up into your club as a full SSAGO member. Once you start gaining sign ups, you can keep track of them and email them from the potential members page.
· Potential Members: These will start to appear once an interested member completes the membership form, you will then need to accept them once they have paid your membership fee. 





Membership 
For 2024-2025 SSAGO membership stands at: 
£6 - Full student member
£9 - Associate member 
· We will send club invoices in early December with the amount due. 
· Please remember that anyone signed up to the society with the Students Union MUST also be registered on the SSAGO system to ensure they are covered by our insurance policy. 


Freshers stalls
Freshers stalls are important, they are often the first impression a potential member has of your society. Here are some ideas of things you may want on your freshers stall: 
· Camp Blankets
· Neckers
· Scouting/Guiding uniforms
· Business cards
· Posters/leaflets 
· Information on taster events or a club ran/regional freshers camp
· Mascots
· Engaging activity, e.g. SNoGS had a guess how many badges in the jar, and some sweets for if someone was +/-10 badges either side of the answer. 


Freshers/taster events
The first few meetings of the first semester are so important to keep members engaged. It’s essential these meetings are engaging and exciting and gives the chance for new members and old members to mix. With this in mind it’s also important for these events/activities to work with a large group of people. Here are some ideas of some activities: 
· Chip hike
· SSAGO olympics - evening of mini games
· Quiz night, e.g. who wants to be a millionaire or the chase
· Monopoly run around campus 
· Cafe/pub crawl 
· Scavenger hunt
Events may involve an element of social drinking to attract some members, but there MUST always be a non alcoholic option at events.






Publicity materials 
There are many resources available on the SSAGO website for you to download and print for your use, these include: 
· Posters (English and Welsh versions available) 
· Leaflets (English and Welsh versions available) 
· Business cards
· Stickers

Some of these resources are also available for purchase on the SSAGO shop, and these include: 
· Posters 
· Business cards
· Stickers 
· Mascot postcard 

You also have the option of creating your own publicity resources that are more personalised to your club, including your club name, club colour scheme, information on meetings etc. You also have the option of creating materials to distribute about your taster events and club run/regional freshers camp. This is the chance to allow your committee to get creative! SNoGS has used snapfish in the past, and National SSAGO used instantprint, so check out those sites if you’re interested in printing your own! 


National SSAGO discord
Encourage new members to join the SSAGO discord (make sure they link their SSAGO account to their discord one). Here members will have the chance to interact with SSAGO members from clubs all across the country based on common interests or general chatter. 


















Publicity 

What is publicity? 
Publicity might be material or information distributed for promotional purposes. In the recent age publicity can take on a range forms, both in person and online. The emergence of social media has made publicity easier than it ever has been before! 

Is all publicity good publicity? 
Contrary to what many may think, not all publicity is good publicity. This is especially true when we are an organisation associated with Scouting and Guiding. At the end of the day we are university students, and it is okay to drink, but it is important to be mindful of what we are sharing on social media. 


Social medias
There are many types of social media that can be used to publicise your club: 
· Instagram 
· Instagram (in my opinion) is one of the best forms of social media to use as of recently. 
· Instagram allows users to edit and upload photos and short videos through a mobile app or website. 
· Users can add a caption to each of their posts and use hashtags and location-based geotags to index these posts and make them searchable by other users within the app.
· Each post by a user appears on their followers' Instagram feeds and can also be viewed by the public when searched for or appearing on the explore page. 
· Facebook
· Facebook comes in second best to instagram, despite being very similar. 
· The younger generations tend to use facebook less recently and focus more on the use of Instagram, Tiktok etc. 
· A common set up with SSAGO clubs is to have a Facebook Page for public engagement and a Facebook Group for private club matters such as organising events (more on this later). 
· A Facebook page is a public profile made for organisations like SSAGO.
· Unlike personal profiles, pages do not gain "friends”, but pages can be liked.
· Many clubs use their Page to advertise to prospective members, or share what they have been up to to the public. 
· It is possible to link up your club Instagram, Facebook and Twitter/X so what you share on one will be shared to all three.


· Tiktok
· Tiktok is one of the newest forms of social media to come about in recent years. 
· On this platform you can upload short videos and slideshows of images about whatever you may want, based on trends. 
· Tiktok hasn’t been greatly explored by clubs or national SSAGO yet, but it is something I am working on! 
· Titkok is a great platform to target younger generations and therefore potential members of starting university age. 
· Twitter or X
· Twitter is a social networking service that allows people using it to share ‘tweets’ or short posts.
· Twitter members can share tweets and follow other users' tweets.
· Tweets can be connected into threads and other people's feeds, keywords or hashtags can be used.
· Twitter is great for  interacting with other organisations. 

Photos: having good photos to display on social media of what your club gets up to is really important to interest members and show off what you do. Consider finding someone in your club who is interested in photography to take photos at each meeting so you can share them on social media after. Also note that it isn’t essential to have a fancy camera, a mobile phone will do great! 


Group chats
Group chats are essential for communication between club members and committee members about weekly meetings, regional events or national events. There are many platforms you could have a group chat on for sharing this information, some including: 
· Whatsapp: gather members numbers and add them to a group chat. 
· Messenger: similar idea, get members facebooks and add them to a messenger group. But consider whether everyone is active on/uses facebook, this may not be an appropriate option as a result. 
· Facebook group: a private facebook group you can invite members to, to share information in the form of facebook posts. But again it is important to consider if all your members are active on facebook. 
· Discord server: if you have anyone tech savvy enough, you may opt for a club discord server. Here you can have many channels to discuss different things, for example hobbies, national events, university stuff etc. 






Publicity materials
There are many resources available on the SSAGO website for you to download and print for your use, these include: 
· Posters (English and Welsh versions available) 
· Leaflets (English and Welsh versions available) 
· Business cards
· Stickers

Some of these resources are also available for purchase on the SSAGO shop, and these include: 
· Posters 
· Business cards
· Stickers 
· Mascot postcard 

Physical publicity could be considered less important when it isn’t the freshers period. But you could still put up some posters around your Students Union to continue to promote your society. 


National SSAGO social medias
Promoting the National SSAGO social media to members is also always great! It can give members the chance to keep up to date with national events and important information like AGMs. 
· Instagram: ssago_uk
· Facebook Student Scout and Guide Organisation (SSAGO) 
· Tiktok: ssago_uk













SSAGO website 
Committee members can access and make changes to your club page on the website. Make sure you've filled in your social media details on the membership system: https://membership.ssago.org/clubs/social

It should look like this: 
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Our social media

= f Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/NottsSnogs/

= & Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/nottinghamssago/
= © Instagram: nottinghamssago

= @ Website: http:/notts-ssago.org.uk/
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